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Early River Valley Civilizations
	
	EXAMPLE 
	Mesopotamia
	Nile

	Environment & Geography
··What physical barriers or features were there?  Impacts of these?
··Influence of weather/climate?
··What natural resources did they have?
··List benefits/problems of their geography
	
-River, deserts

-Unpredictable flooding

-limited natural resources

-no snow or cold weather made surviving easier

	
	














	Power, Politics, & Social Structures
··Type of ruler?
··What type of political system?
··How was society structured?
··What was important to them? 
··What religious beliefs did they have?
	
-Theocracy

-ruled by 1 priest

-Very strict social classes  

-family extremely important

-Polytheistic 
	
	

	Science, Technology, and Inventions
··What did they invent?
··What form of writing did they use?
··What new ideas did they have?


	-Used an unknown form of writing (undeciphered)

-geometry for building

-Used sailboats for transport
	
	












 
	
	EXAMPLE 
	Huang He (Yellow River)
	Indus (Harappan)

	Environment & Geography
··What physical barriers or features were there?  Impacts of these?
··Influence of weather/climate?
··What natural resources did they have?
··List benefits/problems of their geography
	
-River, deserts

-Unpredictable flooding

-limited natural resources

-no snow or cold weather made surviving easier

	
	














	Power, Politics, & Social Structures
··Type of ruler?
··What type of political system?
··How was society structured?
··What was important to them? 
··What religious beliefs did they have?
	-Theocracy

-ruled by 1 priest

-Very strict social classes  

-family extremely important

-Polytheistic 
	
	

	Science, Technology, and Inventions
··What did they invent?
··What form of writing did they use?
··What new ideas did they have?


	-Used an unknown form of writing (undeciphered)

-geometry for building

-Used sailboats for transport
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