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The new communist constitution guaranteed
the rights of all Russian citizens - the right to
free speech, assembly, freedom of religion.
Communist [eaders saw the Orthodox Church
as tricking Russian peasants into accepting a
lower role in society & therefore worked to
diminish its power.

The Communist party also recognized that
women had essential roles in creating a
socialist society, as both workers and mothers.
Socialist women were full citizens, voting,
working, attending  school and earne|
important jobs in the government.

Many minority groups were also given the right
to complete freedom to exercise their language
and culture without interference.
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During the era of Russian czars,
Russia remained behind western
Europe  in  industrialization.
Russia’s technology, factories,
communication & transportation
needed great improvement.

Joseph Stalin announced that
"We are fifty to one hundred
ears behind the advanced
industrialized] countries. We
must make good the distance
[make ug the difference] in ten
years or be crushed." Stalin's plan
to industrialize and catch up with
the West was drawn up in a series
of five-year plans. These plans set
quotas for all areas of Soviet
industry. By 1940, production of
steel, coal, oil and electricity had
more than tripled since 1928.
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Secret Information about the
Five Year Plans

Some members of Soviet society attempted to
undermine the success of the five-year plans. Others
were government officials who worked from the inside
to derail Stalin's plans. These traitors confessed their
crimes and were severely punished. Factories had to
meet production quotas often cut corners or
simplified products to meet quotas. A shirt factory for
example, might leave off cuffs or even buttons to
speed up production. Many Soviets chose to shop
early in the month, hoping to find higher quality items,
before factories were pressed to meet their quotas.
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Before the Revolution, most Russian land was
divided among kulaks, wealthy landowners
who controlled much of Russia's land. Stalin's
olicies in the late 1920s redistributed this
and, creating communities in which peasants
farmed together, sharing all profits. This
rocess was called = collectivization. The
ussian state helped this process called by
providing these communities with machinery,
repairs, seeds and training in new farming
techniques.

By, 1937 the state controlled almost all land in
the Soviet Union. Russian collectivization
made farming more efficient and productive.
Grain production increased from 73.3 million
tons in 1928 to 95.6 million tons in 1940,
allowing the Soviet Union to sell wheat on the
international market.
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Secret Information about the

Collective Farms
Severe penalties awaited those who opposed the
policy of collectivization.. 12.5 million Russians
were murdered as a part of collectivization and
more were sent to work as slaves in labor camps.
Collectivization was initially unproductive as well,
leading to the famine of 1932, in which an
estimated five million people died because the
government took the crops & sold them abroad,
trying to keep up a successful image. The
government refused to admit the famine even
existed.
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Secret Information about the

In 1932, Stalin wiped out religion in the USSR.
Stalin closed ten thousand churches and only
1,312 mosques remained open in Russia. Divorces
were harder to gain and women were encouraged
to "strengthen the family" by staying at home and
have children. Women's participation in
government declined due to their heavy amount
of household work. Ethnic minorities in the USSR
were deported, physically attacked, or moved to
labor camps in Siberia. Russian communists
received better pay, houses and jobs.





